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Bishop  Hill  Colony 


It  has  been  called  “the  most  valuable  Swedish  monument 
outside  Scandinavia  ...  ”,  but  Bishop  Hill,  located  in  west 
central  Illinois,  is  more  than  that.  It  offers  a glimpse  of 
an  America  that  19th  century  religious  dissidents  from 
Sweden  saw  as  a potential  utopia. 

Although  Bishop  Hill  nearly  became  a ghost  town,  much 
of  the  colony  remains — in  the  form  of  historic  buildings 
and  artifacts  as  well  as  in  its  people,  many  of  whom  are 
descendants  of  the  original  settlers. 

In  1846,  the  immigrants  led  by  Eric  Janson,  sailed  from 
Sweden  to  New  York  and,  by  way  of  the  inland  waterways 
and  the  Great  Lakes,  arrived  in  Chicago  from  where  they 
walked  the  final  1 60  miles  to  Bishop  Hill.  In  the  1 5 year  his- 
tory of  the  religious  collective,  over  a thousand  immigrants 
arrived  from  Sweden  to  join  the  colony.  It  is  today  acknowl- 
edged that  Bishop  Hill  Colony  was  one  of  the  most  signif- 
icant forces  in  the  later  immigration  of  millions  of  Swedes 
and  other  Scandinavians  to  the  United  States. 
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Preservation  and  Restoration 

Descendants  of  the  original  colonists  and  others  have  in- 
itiated and  overseen  one  of  the  most  important  preserva- 
tion and  restoration  efforts  in  the  United  States.  It  is  through 
their  contributions  that  the  character  of  a pioneer  settle- 
ment with  its  unique  architecture,  arts  and  crafts  lives  again 
in  Bishop  Hill. 

Fifteen  of  twenty  major  buildings  of  the  original  colony, 
many  of  which  have  been  restored  to  their  original  state, 
testify  to  the  intensity  of  the  founders  of  this  village.  One 
can  not  help  but  be  inspired  by  the  sense  of  what  the 
Swedish  pioneers  sought  as  well  as  be  impressed  by  the 
ongoing  preservation  and  restoration  efforts  of  the  living. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  Bishop  Hill  Heritage  Asso- 
ciation, the  Bishop  Hill  Old  Settlers’  Association,  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Conservation,  and  local  residents,  have 
helped  to  make  the  village  one  of  the  United  States’  most 
treasured  historical  assets.  Bishop  Hill  is  a National  His- 
toric Landmark  and  is  also  listed  as  a historic  district  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  archives  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  contain  documentation  of  Bishop  Hill 
in  the  Historic  American  Buildings  Survey  and  the  Ameri- 
can Index  of  Design. 


Community  Events  and  Features 


Museum  exhibits,  featuring  the  handcrafts,  relics,  arti- 
facts and  the  paintings  of  Olof  Krans,  trace  the  history  of 
Bishop  Hill  from  1846  to  the  present.  A film  to  guide  visitors 
on  a walking  tour  of  the  village  can  be  seen.  Local  crafts- 
men recreate  the  skills  and  crafts  of  the  pioneers.  An- 
tiques, imports,  handcrafts  and  gifts  stock  the  shelves  of 
the  shops  of  the  village,  and  restaurants  offer  delicious 
Swedish  and  American  foods.  Overnight  accomodations 
are  available  in  Galesburg,  Galva,  Geneseo  and  Kewanee. 

Special  celebrations  at  Bishop  Hill  include  Valpurgis  in 
April,  Midsummer  Festival  in  June,  Sommarmarknad 
(Summer  Market)  in  mid-August,  Old  Settlers’  Day  in  early 
September,  Jordbruksdagarna  (Agricultural  Days)  in  late 
September,  Julmarknad  (Christmas  Market)  on  Thanks- 
giving weekend,  Lucia  Nights  (Festival  of  Lights)  in  mid- 
December,  and  Juldtta  on  Christmas  morning.  Cultural 
events  and  craft  workshops  are  offered  throughout  the  year. 


Steeple  building  stair  way  (1854). 


Olof  Krans 

Olof  Krans,  born  in  Sala,  Uppland,  Sweden  in  1839,  came 
to  the  Bishop  Hill  Colony  with  his  family  in  1850.  By  trade 
a blacksmith  and  house  painter,  he  began  in  later  life  to  paint 
his  remembrances  of  Bishop  Hill  and  of  his  boyhood  in  Swe- 
den. More  than  a hundred  Krans  oil  paintings,  the  majority 
of  his  output,  can  be  seen  in  the  Colony  Church  and  the 
Steeple  Building.  Today  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
foremost  American  folk  artists.  Visitors  to  Bishop  Hill  look 
at  the  Krans  paintings  and  wonder  at  the  strange  story 
they  tell  of  the  early  life  of  this  village. 
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Local 


For  information,  please  contact, 

Bishop  Hill  Heritage  Association 
P.O.  Box  1853 
Bishop  Hill,  Illinois  61419 
Telephone:  309/927-3899 
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